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Joint Effort to Construct  

Special Education Facility in Montevideo 
 

The City of Montevideo, the Montevideo Economic Development Authority and the Southwest 

West Central Service Cooperative (SWWC) have signed a Letter of Understanding to 

construct a new Special Education Facility in Montevideo.  

The proposed educational facility will be constructed on land owned by the City of Montevideo, 

be owned by the Montevideo EDA, and be leased to SWWC. The proposed $4.5 million, 

18,000 square foot building will employ up to 30 special education professionals and serve 

approximately 30-40 students with special needs (autism, mental health, severe emotional and 

behavioral needs). The signing of the Letter of Understanding comes after the completion of a 

facilities study conducted by SWWC to address the need for educational facility space in the 

region designed specifically for federal setting IV educational programs.    

Alexandria-based ORB Management Corporation will serve as the Owner’s Representative for 

the project. Construction is planned to start in the fall of 2018, with occupancy in August of 

2019.   
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Montevideo to build $4.5M special education school 

By Tom Cherveny 
3 

MONTEVIDEO — Construction is expected to get underway late this year on a $4.5 million 

school in Montevideo to serve special education students in the region. 

https://www.wctrib.com/users/tom-cherveny


The city of Montevideo, its Economic Development Authority, and the Southwest West 

Central Service Cooperative signed a letter of understanding to construct the new special 

education facility, the parties announced this week. 

The new facility could welcome its first students in August 2019, according to the current plans. 

The plans call for constructing an 18,000-square-foot facility on city-owned property about one 

block north of Minnesota Highway 7 on the city's east side. It will be designed to serve an 

expected enrollment of 30 to 40 students with special needs. The instruction will focus on 

students with autism, mental health and severe emotional and behavioral needs. 

Southwest West Central Service Cooperative expects to staff the facility with up to 30 special 

education professionals. The cooperative provides services to schools, cities and other 

members in the 18 counties of southwest Minnesota. Its services to schools includes assistance 

in special education and professional development. 

Montevideo's EDA will finance, construct and own the facility and lease it to the Southwest 

West Central Service Cooperative. The lease revenues will be structured to retire the debt for 

the project, after which point the building may be owned by the cooperative, according to 

Montevideo City Manager Steve Jones. 

While there is still some work to do, Jones said most of the design and financing work is 

completed. 

The project was undertaken after the Southwest West Central Cooperative completed a study 

to determine the need for a facility to serve special education students. 

ORB Management Corporation, of Alexandria, will serve as the representative for the 

Montevideo EDA on the project. 

The project has economic development benefits to Montevideo. Along with creating 30 new 

professional jobs in the community, the school will be purchasing services in the community. It 

will also provide special education services close to home for some Montevideo students, Jones 

said. 

He said the Montevideo Public Schools helped bring the city and Southwest West Central 

Cooperative together to make the project possible. Good communication between the city and 

local school district helped make things happen, he said. 

The project will add to the need for workforce housing in the community. The city is looking to 

develop six duplexes this year as part of efforts to meet housing needs. 

 


